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y ^ F 
Mr. George M. Mowrey 
Bureau of Environmental Health 
Board of Health 
635 N. E r i e Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43624 

Dear Mr. Mowrey: 

We have your le t ter concerning the application for pr iva te dump to be located 
nor th of Ketcham and Benton S t ree t s . As you know this a r e a is in the drainage 
a r e a known as Ditch 1139 and in what is known as the Buckeye Basin. I believe 
your suggestion that the a r e a be filled by the cell method is a good approach to 
the p rob lem. We of the Toledo Area Sanitary Dis t r ic t would like to see the 
m a r s h filled and the water a r e a removed as a mosquito problem. At the same 
t ime I think it is well to understand that just digging up a hole and being of the 
opinion that the pit bottom from the m a r s h would act as a cell wall is a m i s ­
unders tanding. The pit as it dr ies will not support much weight and cer tainly 
it is not a good wall ma te r i a l . 

If the owner or contractor a re considering using a crajie to dig the cell they 
a re going to have to go ve ry deep to excavate a suitable w^all mate r ia l , such as 
clay or mud. F u r t h e r m o r e we a re going to have to imderstaiid that these cells 
a r e going to have to be p repa red well ahead of t ime and during the t ime that 
they a r e open water a r ea s they a r e going to be a major mosquito problem be ­
cause of the polluted w^ater. I wish that the contractor could w^ork frona the 
•west side of the m a r s h to the east ra ther than from the eas t to the west . More 
specifically I mean if the fill could be s tar ted f rom the Ann Arbor Railroad 
side r a the r than from the edge of the old T r e a s u r e Island Dump area it would 
be m o r e to our liking because it would be pushing the water toward the outlet. 
The cont rac tor should also rea l ize that he is going to have to keep this water ­
course "Ditch 1139" open for drainage. Debris would not be able to be left 
in this ditch at all . 

I was reminded that during 1966 there was a great deal of trouble on Ditch 1139 
mainly caused by improper ly functioning p^lmps at Columbus Street Pumping 
Station plus the fact that the east tile going under Columbus Street was plugged 
and the ditch had many obstruct ions within the wa te rcourse . Ei ther the con­
t r ac to r or the responsible city department should take ca re of this problem 
before any further fill is allowed to go into this basin a rea . Even at the writing 
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of this lettei- this basin a rea is flooded far above normal conditions. 

I am looking forward to going over this project in the near future. 

Yours s incerely . 

PBB:dp P . Bruce Brockway< J r . 
Superintendent 

/ / 


